4

MEETING MINUTES
CENTRAL SCHOOL H.S.A. MEETING 
May 27, 2011
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Andrew Matteo)
Accomplishments

· NJ ASK are finished and shipped off

· Results come in August

· Mailed in September

· Newark Museum Visit – Grade K and 3

· Art Show and spring Concert

· Artist in the classroom

· Animator Visited the 3rd grade

· Colonial Day
· Storytelling Festival

Looking forward to:

· Field Day

· 5th Grade Pool Party

· Newark Museum (grade 1)

· Kindergarten Round-up and Orientation 

· Central Pool Party

· Class Night

· Yearbook Breakfast

Teacher / Staff Line Up for 2011-12

· K -
 Rooney

· 1 -
 Frank and Savchuck

· 2 -
Conklin, Zapantis, Tell (on maternity leave until October)

· 3 -
Hahn, Tretiak, Toolen, Nestor

· 4 -
Boyle, Cleaver, Hershberger (on maternity leave for entire year – long term substitute)

· 5 -
Burnet, Butler, Bonanno

· Math Assistance – Mrs. Kaiser

· Resource Room – 3 full time positions (up from 2 ½ last year) – Melville, Zitman, Peterson

· Art, Music, Gym – all stay the same with Holmgren and Karcher coming from other schools for ½ days

· Reading Specialist – Ludwig

· ESL – DiLoreto

· Principal – Matteo

· Principal’s Assistant – Fahey

· Speech – DiMicelli

· Head Custodian will be current custodian at Byrd – determined by union seniority – currently 21 custodians in district – only 5 are keeping their jobs with the district

· Teachers Aides – BOE still looking for companies to bid – all candidates will be interviewed by Dr. Verducci and Dr. Paterno for placement but will be employed by outsourcing firm

Class Lists – this year principal and teachers took a ½ day for each grade level, took in many factors and came up with class lists.  They are not necessarily set in stone.  They used parent input as much as they could. He is confident in the class lists.  Teachers will not get their class lists until mid-summer.  There’s no date yet for posting – probably a week before Labor Day.  Posting date will be on website and in e-mail blast.
Thank you – Thank you to Mrs. Gifford for her term as co-president this year and to all the parents.  “I feel very lucky to have been here this year,” he said.  Kristine Gifford responded, “Thank you, Mr. Matteo.  You’ve been outstanding.”

TREASURER’S REPORT (Maureen Brogan)

The budget must be completed by 6/30 so send Maureen any receipts.  The pool party and 5th grade events must still be paid out.  We have about $20,000 more than usual for this time of year – what’s the best way to spend the money?.    

PRESIDENTS’ REPORT (Kristine Gifford & Barb Loscalzo)
Outdoor Classroom: Ann Boyle and Kristine Gifford were talking about combining the 5th grade gift with a donation from the H.S.A. and came up with the idea of an outdoor classroom next to the shed near Van Allen Road.  Included would be 5 benches, pavers, and a potting table.  The 5th grade can donate one piece of this.  Susan Walen suggested electrical outlets and sensor lighting. All trees and picnic tables would remain so it would be separate from classes participating in gym.  Ann has an estimate from a landscaping company of $18,000 and is waiting for other bids.  Question…will teachers use it?  Mr. Matteo responded that the outdoor classroom they have now does not lend itself to a group setting or for teacher/student presentations.  It’s beautiful but not functional as a classroom.  He envisions the proposed outdoor classroom for use with laptops and science experiments and math and language arts lessons…weather, plant life, food chains, insects, gardening, etc. Question…could pavers in the new outdoor classroom be a source of funding?  Kristine responded that the pavers were not a huge money maker because the installer would only put in 10 at a time.  Suggestion…kids create mosaic pavers as part of art lesson.  Question…are there any grants we could apply for to help fund this?  Ann Boyle responded that there are several and asked if anyone has grant writing experience.  Suggestion…ask Dr. Weber at Byrd for help since Byrd has received grants for this sort of thing.  Question from Catherine Magner…are there any other things we should be spending the money on?  Kristine Gifford responded that in the past few years the H.S.A. has spent a lot of $ on technology.  A vote was taken on spending $18,000 on a new outdoor classroom.  All in favor, none opposed.
Classroom Libraries: Vera Kennedy asked if we could use some $ to put higher level reading books in the classrooms.  Mr. Matteo responded that he has allocated more funds to classroom libraries for more books.  The $ does not need to come from the H.S.A. this year.

Playground Upgrades - Paula Hegyi and Erin Alvino met with Mr. Matteo, Mr. Wilson and Sandy Marinos (BOE buildings and grounds) about resurfacing the blacktop, putting a fence around bushes at back of property, repair the existing fences.  Sandy is waiting for bids to come in.  It may not be an H.S.A. project…may be district responsibility.  H.S.A. may want to purchase a lockbox (similar to ones used in baseball) to keep all the balls and other playground equipment purchased with funds raised by Ms. Savchuck and the Student Council for use during recess.  Mr. Matteo will look into what kind of lockbox would be good.  
Executive Board

· Thank you to Susan Whalen, Mary Grochan, and Linda Kitz for their service – it was great working with them

· Next year’s board:

· Co-presidents – Barb Loscalzo & Alissa Somers

· 1st VP – Enrichment - Jane Dalton 

· 2nd VP – Social – Stephanie Ohnegian

· 3rd VP – Fundraising – Mary Barchetto

· President Emeritus – Kristine Gifford

· Treasurer – Maureen Brogan

· Secretary – Mary Ellen Schwarzbek

· Communications – Rebecca Manning

· Vote – all in favor, none opposed

Open Positions – Alissa Somers and Jane Dalton reached out to everyone who held chair positions this year to see if they want to continue with position next year.  If interested in chairing a committee, contact Alissa ASAP.  
· Deirdre Smith volunteered to be Library Schedule Coordinator.

· Felicia Goldberg volunteered to do Francesca Pizza Night

· Still needed are volunteered for Bagel Day and School Supplies

· Kristine Gifford volunteered for SCRIPS

· Missy Burstiner asked if a Casino Night is a possibility since next year is an auction year.  She will chair it.  If interested in being on that committee, contact Missy.
Pomptonian Food Services & Pizza Day – Pomptonian’s contract with district says no outside food – this cuts into H.S.A pizza, subway and bagel days.  Contract must be looked at – some parents complain that what is delivered to children in terms of healthy meals is not what was negotiated 1 ½ years ago with help from Maureen Sheehan and Waltraub Unger.

Thank you 

· Central School Musical – it was fabulous and kids had a great time

· Central School Dance Recital – wonderful – Paula Hegyi thanked Cathy Corry, Liz Carr and Kristina Burbano for all their hard work.  Registration for next year is on June 8.  Paula will be teaching with Hailey.

· Spiritwear – thank you to Rebecca Manning for great selection

ENRICHMENT REPORT (Mary Grochan)

· June – K dental health program for free with LuAnn San Lorenzo (former Central School parent)

· June 17 – Young Audiences presents “Beyond the Beat” a percussion and rhythm program

· Newark Museum came throughout the year – each grade got its own science program related directly to their curriculum – Mr. Matteo would like program to return next year

SOCIAL REPORT (Linda Kitz)

· Pool Party on Tuesday, June 7 from 6-10 p.m. Can pre-order dinner with Francesca’s for pick up in pool parking lot.  10% of all orders go back to Central School H.S.A. Jen Scherer is getting girls to help as mother’s helpers.  Maureen Brogan will contact MS Honors Society for girls who may need service hours.

· Fun Fair – June 10 from 6:30 – 10 p.m. There will be face painting, tattoos, balloons and a movie.  Meghan Consoli is organizing the movie.

COMMUNICATIONS

Question – can an e-mail list of parents contact info be made for each class since e-mails do not go in handbook?  Also, can we create a directory with best phone numbers and e-mail just for Central School?  What would it cost?  

Submitted 6/28/11 by Jane Dalton, HSA Secretary
