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MEETING MINUTES
CENTRAL SCHOOL H.S.A. MEETING 
January 25, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m. in Room 203
TIC TOC PRESENTATION

TIC TOC (To Introduce Culture to Our Children) representatives made a short presentation about the theatre and arts enrichment program and donated a framed print of Faith Ringgold’s “Dancing at the Louvre” to Central School in honor of its 50th anniversary and as a way of thanking Central for its support of TIC TOC.
BOE REPORT (Liz Carr)

The GRBOE is facing a one million dollar deficit due to 2% hard cap on budget increases and last year’s loss of state aid.  The GRBOE is considering outsourcing custodial services as well as educational aide services and administrative assistant services.  It is estimated that outsourcing custodial services will save the district $700,000 and outsourcing educational aide and administrative assistants will save $200,000 to $400,000.  Mrs. Camp, the GREA representative has suggested corporate sponsorships, activities fees, and rescheduling and restructuring of class sizes to save jobs.  A vote on outsourcing will take place at the Feb. 14 BOE meeting.  
Dr. Kathleen Regan (director of curriculum & instruction) explained the restructuring of 5 curriculum areas: history, math, language arts, world languages (French will be eliminated and Rosetta Stone will be language program for grades 3-5) and science.  Details are available on Dr. Regan’s webpage.
The BOE encourages parents to write letters to Governor Christie about the effect the loss of state aid is having on our district.  

STUDENT COUNCIL REPORT (Drew Zolper, 5th grader & mayor)

The last Friday of every month will be Student Council Spirit Day.  Jan. 28 will be “Crazy Hat Day” and Feb. 25 will be “Crazy Sock Day.”  

The Student Council will hold a “Val-o-grams” fundraiser the week before Valentine’s Day to raise money for gym and recess equipment.  Students will be able to send a Valentine’s Day message to another student in Central School for $0.25.  Student Council reps will explain the program to students and collect $ during the week of Feb. 7th.  

In Dec. the Student Council did a toy drive for the Bergen County Community Action Partnership and collected almost 600 toys.

The next Student Council meeting is on Feb. 2 from 3:30-4:30 p.m.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Andrew Matteo)

Mr. Matteo presented “The Central School Guidelines for Homework” – this Powerpoint presentation is available on the Central School website and in a handout distributed at the meeting.  The guidelines create a balance between rigor and kids having time to play.  If your child is struggling for more than an hour on homework each night, please contact his/her teacher.  

Mr. Matteo did a presentation on the new district website, School Fusion.  Students login using the same usernames and passwords that they use to log into the school laptops.  All the teachers have web pages.  Teachers have a choice to put up homework for the week every Monday or to list homework day by day on their web pages.  Teachers are required to update their curriculum on their web pages each month.  DO NOT use School Fusion to send a message to a teacher…use direct e-mail.  Teachers can’t respond through the School Fusion system at this time.  It may change in the future.

First graders are holding the “Soup-er Bowl” soup can collection drive to benefit a local food pantry this month.  The class that collects the most soup cans will win a pizza party.

Less tardiness has been noted.  Thank you to parents and students for the improvement.  Arrival into the classroom after 8:38 a.m. is considered tardy.
Thank you to the H.S.A. for sponsoring the Newark Museum in-class field trip visits for each grade, the upcoming “Peter and the Wolf” performance and the upcoming Chinese Dancers assembly for the Lunar New Year – this was requested and arranged by Mrs. McElroy, the music teacher.

TREASURER’S REPORT (Maureen Brogan)
Revenues:
· Final Book Fair profit was $1,752 ($200 over budgeted amt)

·  Box tops brought in $163 so far

· Class pictures profit was $2,298 ($298 over budgeted amt)

· Scrips profit so far totals $1,021 (budget was $1,200 for the year so we should easily make over the amt budgeted)

· Holiday shop revenue from 2010 is currently being spent on items for the 2011 Holiday Shop.  We used the scrip cards to fund $850 worth of merchandise.

· Pizza Day for Fall brought in $2,439 ($639 over budgeted amt)

· It appears that we over budgeted the revenue for ice cream day by approximately $700.  The budgeted figure was based on last year’s ice cream profit.  The switch in vendors this year in order to have healthier choices appears to have affected the bottom line profit.

Expenses:
·  The expenses appear to be on course so far with what we have budgeted.  

· The parent teacher social netted $846, which will reduce our total expenses.

· The HSA purchased $500 worth of tables needed for the school and for family socials.  This purchase will be allocated to buildings & grounds.

 

Based on the numbers so far it appears that the budgeted net deficit for year ($8,095) will be reduced by $2,000 to $3,000.   

PRESIDENTS’ REPORT (Kristine Gifford and Barb Loscalzo)
The Spring Event will be held at the Indian Trails Club in Franklin Lakes on April 8, 2011.  Tom McCarthy is helping to organize it again this year.  Class parents will be asked to help students create centerpieces again.  There will be a silent auction of centerpieces and “for a Day” items (e.g. gym teacher for a day) but no baskets, as this is not an auction year.  There will also be a wine tasting.

Barb Gomes researched a fundraising program offered by Stop & Shop called A+.  Mr. Matteo must sign Central School up for the program and then parents must register their Stop & Shop cards.  Then, every time they shop at Stop & Shop a % of the total is donated back to Central.
Lunchtime Enrichment starts on Feb. 6 for six weeks.  This year’s offerings are Legos, checkers, poetry and friendship bracelets.  One activity per child per session is the max.  5th grade volunteers will help the younger students.

Thank you to Mr. Wilson for shoveling and to the custodial staff for keeping the steps, the sidewalks and the parking lot clear of snow and ice.

Due to structural damage at the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, services will be held in the Central School auditorium and Sunday school classes will be held in Central School classrooms.  

COMMUNICATIONS (Rebecca Manning)

Monthly Update – the deadline is last Monday of the month.  

E-mail blasts – call Rebecca to notify her that you’ve sent something by e-mail for immediate release

ENRICHMENT (Mary Grochan)

Newark Museum will be visiting one grade each month from now until the end of the school year to augment the Science curriculum

“Peter and the Wolf” will be presented by Young Audiences on March 14. The cost is being shared by the H.S.A. and Mr. Matteo.  All grades will see the afternoon performance.  KAM students are invited to return to school in the afternoon to see the 1 p.m. show or the 2 p.m. show.  

Chinese New Year Dancers are coming in February.  The assembly was initiated by Mrs. McElroy and will be shared with Coleman School.  

Husky Café – this is an etiquette program currently used by Hamilton School.  We should look into bringing it to Central School, as well.

FUNDRAISING (Alissa Somers)
Kid Stuff – Barb Gomes will get 12 more books because people requested them and will run the fundraiser again next year.
Holiday Shop – the kids enjoyed it and the coordinators did not run out of items.  Next year they will consider keeping the shop open one evening for parents and older siblings to shop. It is not run as a fundraiser because the money earned is used for buying next year’s holiday shop merchandise.

Suburban Mama is a coupon program that Barb Gomes found – she will forward info to Alissa for review.

SOCIAL (Linda Kitz)
Family Game Night on January 21 was very fun.  Due to large interest, the event was moved to the H.S. cafeteria.  Almost 300 people attended.  Special thanks to K mom, Susana Rezai, for her help with this event.
Next General H.S.A. Meeting: Tues. March 29th @ 7:30 p.m. 

Submitted 2/6/11 

Jane Dalton

HSA Secretary

