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Meeting Minutes
H.S.A. General Meeting
Sept. 30, 2010
Budget Vote

· Question about the proposed H.S.A. budget were raised: What’s driving revenue down and expenses up?

· Maureen Brogan and Susan Whalen responded:

· Revenue is expected to decrease for the 2010-2011 school year due to the manner in which revenue raised in the auction is realized.  Funds raised through the auction are realized during the 2009-2010 school year, however, these funds are allocated to expenses for a two year period.  The auction is every other year so that is why the revenue is down from last year  

· Expenses increased due to a one time allocation of $10,000 to Mr. Matteo for the purchase of items for Central School.  This allocation was approved through vote during the last school year.  The items purchased thus far include the two large entrance hall mats, bulletin boards outside every classroom, Spirit Day t-shirts, painting, planting and other items 
· The HSA Board also increased the Enrichment budget by approximately $3,000 this year

· Maureen Brogan made a motion to approve the budget 

· Motion was approved by more than 2/3 of those present – budget passed

Treasurer’s Report (Maureen Brogan)
· Tax exempt forms (ST-5), funds for deposit forms, and check request/reimbursement forms are all available on the H.S.A. website under “Forms and Flyers” and also in the HSA box in Mrs. Fahey’s office
· Reimbursement checks will be placed in the HSA  box so please check the box if you are due a reimbursement
· Please use the Tax Exempt forms when you purchase anything on behalf of the H.S.A. 

Principal’s Report (Andrew Matteo)
Back to School Night 
· Successful - new format was well received - 25 minutes for intro (including H.S.A. presidents) then 25 minutes for each session 
Tutoring

· BOE tutoring policy states that teachers are not encouraged to tutor students who attend their school…they can tutor GR students who attend other GR elementary or secondary schools - Mr. Matteo will reinforce this policy with teachers and made the policy available to parents present – policy will also be available on the Central School website
Paperless Initiative
· Initiative is designed to save paper, but more importantly, to return instructional time to teachers who have were spending too much time sorting flyers and stuffing them in backpacks and folders

· Starting October 1, Mr. Matteo requests that the H.S.A. send out initial mailings for events, fundraisers, etc. through e-mail or the website

· Initial flyers can be sent in September and then, starting Oct. 1 each year, all follow-ups must done via e-mail or the website

· Info on events that require an RSVP with payment later in the school year (e.g. Pizza Day, Science Fair trifold board orders, etc.) can still be sent home in backpacks as flyers
· All flyers will also be posted on the H.S.A. website
Electronic Communication
· A parent raised the concern that not all parents are getting the e-mails from the school and the H.S.A.  Mr. Matteo explained that the e-mail list originated from him based on forms with e-mail contact info returned to him during the summer by each Central family.  Suggestion: if someone is not receiving e-mails, please have her send her correct e-mail address to the E-mail Coordinator Lisa Kuzcowski at Ldbarreto@verizon.net
Morning Drop-off and Afternoon Pick-up

· Mr. Matteo is very happy with the new arrival/drop-off procedures – “The fifth grade helpers have been great and the parents have been very cooperative,” he said.

· No double parking is allowed in the main parking lot – the GR Police have notified Mr. Matteo that they will issue summonses to those who double park there

· 2nd graders now line up in the courtyard and are dismissed in the courtyard – while inconvenient for some 2nd grade parents, this has alleviated the safety concern of over 130 students coming out the main doors and, along with parents and teachers, crowding the front entrance

New Books

· Mr Matteo purchased $300 of new books from Books, Bytes and Beyond for each classroom to improve each independent reading classroom library and to provide each grade with some of the same books

Curriculum

· Everyday Math training is ongoing for teachers throughout the year

· Oct. 28 = parent training on Everyday Math – an RSVP is required – see the link on the Central School website

· District has new writing curriculum – teacher training began in the spring at the GR Community Church with a resident trainer

· 4th + 5th grade teachers district-wide are getting science training in line with new science curriculum

· District Reading and social studies programs are under review for improvement

Parking on Hamilton Avenue

· A parent raised concerns about other Central parents parking on the crosswalk or in the yellow area on the school side of the street – dangerous for students using the crosswalk

· New Borough Ordinance states that there is no parking on the school side of Hamilton Avenue between Maple Avenue and Harding Road

· Mr. Matteo will speak to the GR Police again about patrolling the area and possibly getting crossing guard or pedestrian safety signs there

Movie Night  

· Friday, October 1st 

· Will be held in the parking lot, which will be closed to cars – if it rains, it will be held in the auditorium, which holds a maximum of 350 people

House Fire

· A home on Bedford was severly damaged by a house fire on Monday – family has two young children (ages 1 + 3) – Mr Matteo designated Friday as an extra Spirit Day – students are to wear their Central School shirts and bring $1 to donate for the family 
NJ ASK

· Scores were mailed to students’ homes on 9/29

Presidents’ Report (Kristine Gifford & Barb Loscalzo)

Refreshments

· Thank you to the 1st grade class parents for providing refreshments at the meeting.

Walk to School Day – Oct. 6

· Stasha 
Vicinanza is organizing

· Mr Matteo will encourage teachers to be outside to greet students or to meet them at the “bus stops” to walk with them to school – Rebecca will ask Stasha to send “bus stop” locations to Mr Matteo and to her for an e-mail blast and posting on the H.S.A. website
· K PM – parents raised concerns that PM kindergarten students feel left out – Patricia Crane offered to lead the effort to bring balloons and work with other K parents to walk to school in the afternoon

· Parent raised question whether it should also be walk home from school day.  Board responded that logistically it’s too tough for the H.S.A. to do, although parents are encouraged to organize their neighbors for walking home

Kids Stuff Fundraiser (chair = Barbara Gomes)

· Only sold 25 books out of 240 so far.  Barbara requested that parents sell the book sent home to them.  If parents do not want to purchase the book, they must return them to the school office

Movie Night

· Many thanks to Meghan Consoli for organizing Movie Night in just one week

· October 1 – flyer available on H.S.A. website

Calendar

· October H.S.A. meeting rescheduled for Thursday, November 18 @ 7:30 p.m. in the Central School library 

· H.S.A. meetings are now every other month – September, November, January, March, May

Visiting Authors

· Please encourage parents to purchase books written by the visiting authors – Books, Bytes and Beyond in GR will send authors (at no cost to H.S.A.) if parents buy the books – Barb Loscalzo suggested purchasing books as gifts to teachers for their classroom libraries

· Stephanie Ohnegian has offered to assist Mrs. Kaiser with the Visiting Authors program

Storyteller
· Storyteller (Mrs. Della Torre) will come in January during week of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – she will work with each grade and teach 5th graders how to be storytellers so that they can share stories with the younger grades

· Mr. Matteo envisions it as the annual event for the library – just as fun fair is the event for gym, the art show for art, the spring concert for music

BOE report (from Liz Carr)

· Fast track bill in the NJ Assembly is under consideration to ban BOEs from charging activities fees 

· $20,000 was allocated for two 50 inch TVs for teleconferencing between students here in GR and students in CA, China, etc.  Will also be used for “webinars”-teacher training and administrator training from experts without having to travel

· 148 K students are enrolled (down from last year)

· Oct 4 – NJN will air special about GRs Sticks and Stones program

· NJASK scores will be mailed to students’ homes on Wed. 9/29

Ice Cream Day 
· Now only once a month

· New selections + new vendors (Whole Foods + Caio Bella)
Communications Report (Rebecca Manning)
· We will have a monthly update rather than a weekly update this year

· Deadline for submitting info to the monthly update is the last Monday of the month: 10/25, 11/29, 12/27, 1/24, 2/21, 3/28, 4/25, 5/30 --- submit info to Rebecca Manning at manningclan5@yahoo.com
· If you need info sent out in an immediate e-mail blast, forward the info to Rebecca via e-mail and then contact her by phone to let her know the e-mail was sent and needs to be posted immediately.  Her phone # is 201-445-5755.

Enrichment Report (Mary Grochan)

Newark Museum

· In-class, hands-on field trips will take place in each grade throughout the year and each “field trip” will tie in with the science curriculum

Grade

Topic of Study
Newark Museum program


K 

 life science 

creepy crawlies

1 

 reptiles

reptiles
2 

 astronomy 

sky lab

3

 food chain 

excellent egg
4

 human body

brain game

5

 chemistry

chemistry

· This program is in lieu of taking a bus and going somewhere – this is safer, more cost efficient, available to all students, and less time consuming

Teacher Feature

· Jamey Altman is organizing – Mary wrote out questionnaire and Jamey will ask class parents or older students to interview each teacher and write the article each month – once they’ve gone through all the teachers, they’ll start with the aides, administrators, custodians, etc.

Upcoming assemblies: 

· Otto the Auto (AAA – Oct. 4 prior to Walk to School Day on Oct. 6)

· Dancing with Honeybees (2 assemblies & workshops)

Fundraising Report (Alissa Somers)

Box Tops 
· Box Tops is an easy way for the H.S.A. to earn $ for Central School – last year earned $528.

· Class parents are asked to make simple Box Tops collection boxes for their classrooms so the kids have a place to leave their box tops

· Box Tops must be cut exactly along the dotted lines or they will not be accepted – and Central will not received the funds

SCRIPS
· Jennifer Collado organized the gift card program – H.S.A. receives a % of all gift cards – Jennifer will go through SCRIPS website to choose a wide selection of local and national stores/grocery stores/restaurants to create an order form.  Orders will be placed monthly starting in mid-October with a turnaround time of approximately 10 days – Jennifer will set up a table at school for 2 days upon delivery of the cards and whatever cards are not picked up by the parent purchaser will be sent home in the child’s backpack 
Social Report (Linda Kitz)   
Fall Social
· Event will take place on Saturday, November 13th at 8 p.m. in the Knights of Columbus in Ridgewood

Holiday Shop
· December 1st in the All-Purpose Room (set up on Nov. 30 in the afternoon)  

· Chair Persons = Kathy Hiras, Barbara Gomes, and Jen Solomon, 
· As date gets closer, a schedule of shopping times will be released

· All items will be between $1 and $5

· This is not a fundraiser – just a service for the kids(Kathy is confirming this with Mrs. Fahey).  

Secretary Report (Jane Dalton)
· All committee chairs – please keep a folder, notebook, or binder of your event, including contact names, copies of receipts, organizing details.  When your event is done, please give it to Jane Dalton for storage over the summer.  It will be passed on to the new committee chair next year
Next General H.S.A. Meeting: Thurs. November 18th @ 7:30 p.m. in the Central School library
-- Jane Dalton, H.S.A. secretary
