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Central School H.S.A. General Board MeetingMinutes
Tuesday, November 22, 2011
7pm
Location: All Purpose Room
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Andrew Matteo)

· School safety – 

· A new cross walk has been placed on Hamilton Ave. to help resolve some of the problems that have been occurring.  The curbs have been painted and the crosswalk is raised.  We ask parents to watch their children closely in this area and cars driving through to attend to people crossing the street.

· We have on site and off site safety drills.  In October we had an onsite drill which went well.  Today we had a lockdown drill.  There happened to be 6-8 parents in the school at the time.  Jane Dalton spoke about the experience and reported that she was impressed with the fact the kids really knew what to do.  They were quiet and well behaved.  The shades were drawn.  The kids were far away from the windows.  In the beginning these drills were an area of  novelty to all, now they are like second nature.

· Report cards – Student report cards will be online tomorrow, November 23rd, beginning at 12:15pm.  Report cards will be electronic from now on.  Teachers still have the option to write down their comments.  This is how it will be going forwards.  There will no longer be envelopes for parents to sign and return.  There is a report card committee who is looking to make modifications to the elementary report cards in the future.  
· Professional development - Teacher / Parent training – Math training was postponed from the first week of November due to the October storm.  It has been rescheduled to January 11, 2012 for the parents.   HIB training will occur on December 5th, 2011 for the teachers (this is an early dismissal say for students).  This HIB training will be on Tuesday 12/6 for the parents.  Language arts training will be on 12/1 (Thursday).

· Community Service Projects - One of our goals is to make the world a better place.  The student council completed the food drive.  Thank you to all who participates.  The 3rd grade will be having a diabetes walk and a talk.  The 5th graders will have the choice of 3 projects to participate in.  They can choose 1 of the projects, 2 of the projects, or participate in all 3 of them.  The projects are:

· Raking leaves for the elderly on a Friday or Saturday afternoon

· Feeding the homeless in January

· Participating in Central School beautification day   
· Health and Wellness Committee (teachers / parents) – presented by Catherine Magner.  Their goal is to raise awareness of nutritional and wellness issues.  Committee members thus far include: Waltraud Unger, Julie Cunningham, Megan LeBlanc, Stasha Vincinanza, Natasha Soreco, Caroline Lederer, and Catherine Manger.  They had a meeting with Mr. Matteo, Mr. Wilson and Nurse Wong to discuss many issues.  These faculty members will remain as key participants. Anyone is welcome to join the committee.  This is just the beginning.  They are considering many programs including:
· Spring wellness assembly

· Spring garden

· Fall harvest festival

· Madness Monday food tastings

· Developing a list of snack suggestions, recipes and nut free options which will then be posted on the HAS website.  

· Lunchtime enrichment – This will run from 1/3/12 through 2/10/12.  We need parent volunteers for a specific day of the week and a specific activity to run.  Examples include: legos, chat and draw, bracelets, beading, etc..  If students sign up to participate in lunchtime enrichment, they will need to attend every week.  They do not have the option to skip out if the weather is nice and they would rather be outside.  Ideally this will be organized in December and ready to go in January when we return.   Mr. Matteo needs donations of board games and other activities for enrichment too.  Barb suggested a board game drive along with getting donations for enrichment.  These games could be donated to shelters.   
PRESIDENTS’ REPORT (Barb Locals and Alissa Somers)
· Health and Wellness committee (continued): suggestions made to start a Husky Café.  Hamilton School does it with students >1st grade.  There is 1 luncheon per year – they use silverware and real plates.  They have a salad fork.  The school nurse does a presentation on manners, and then they eat with their “manners.”  Coleman school also does this.  Other considerations for the Health and Wellness Committee are to establish a spring 5K run, perhaps on the same day as the spring beautification day.  

· Fall Social – Thank you to everyone who helped to make the night a success, and to those who participated. 

· Haunted House – Made $2500.  The money will be used for 5th grade activities.  In the past, pizza day money goes to the 5th grade.  This year, the 5th grade will receive the amount they made plus some of the pizza day earnings donated by the H.S.A. to total $5000. Pizza day is really run by the 5th grade anyhow and that was in place in the event of inclement weather or a problem with the Haunted House.

· Half Day Movie Days – (Barbara Gomes) - Monday, December 5th, 2011.  Happy Feet will be the movie.  We are sharing the theater in Hawthorne with Coleman.  AT this point there are 17 people from Central School signed up for this.  It is a great event and easy.  All other schools are in session except for GR schools, so we will have the theater o ourselves.  If we get enough people, there may even be the possibility of opening a second movie.  

· Central School Show -  (Paula Hegyi) – The spring musical is currently being worked on.  It will be called Central School Rocks.  There will be a lot of music from the 50’s.  Rebecca Manning will send out the registration from via email.  We really need boys from 3rd, 4th and 5th grade.  The performance is scheduled for 4/21 at the high school.  Practice will be on Fridays and the time will vary based on grade.  Rehearsals will start the second Friday in January, 1/13/12.  This is a feel good event – the kids will have fun and always feel good about themselves.  

· Box Tops – (Mary Pataznik) – Information is posted on our website.  To date we have made $380.  Ford Motor Company is donating $3.50 per person for anyone that takes the time to watch 2 very brief videos.  We have until 12/1 to complete this.  It is simple – click on the videos, and let them play. It takes about 3 weeks to process.  Then you have until the end of March to punch in your code for Central School to receive the donations.

TREASURER’S REPORT (Maureen Brogan)

· This is the budget 3 months into the school year.  Money is coming in and money is leaving.  Kidstuff brought in $500 more than we expected, and membership more than $300 than what we budgeted – so that is good.  The haunted house only made about $2500, so the difference to $5000 will go to the 5th grade class from pizza day.  We have some big things coming up – the auction, and recently had some big ticket items, including the outdoor classroom, enrichment, and building and grounds.
· The holiday shop will be coming up.
FUNDRAISING (Mary Barchetto)

· Subway day – January 25, 2012 is the rescheduled day for the missed subway date during the October snow storm.  
· Costume fundraiser – This was simple and we will plan to do it again next year.  
· Avon fundraiser – (Nora McLaughlin) – Spoke about AVON products.  If anyone in Central school that orders AVON products, 20% of the proceeds will then be donated to Central School.  All you need to do is click on the email link, and it will bring you right to Nora’s site.  You can shop on line.  Everything is 100% returnable.  

· Auction – (Missy Burstiner) – The date for the auction is set at April 14th, 2012 at St. Catherine’s church in the upstairs community room.  It will run from 7pm-11pm.  We need donations.  The auction will not be successful without donations.  We are looking for volunteers to help with ad sales, auction wrap up / clean-up, and check out.  We are paying to have the room cleaned, so all clean up will really be is getting the items out of the room.  The form for Auction Items Request will go out weekly.  Things to donate can include baskets, pig roasts with friends, giant’s tickets with a blanket and mittens, a group of people going out to dinner and the theater with a voucher for a car service, etc.  People really need to think out of the box.  It is who you know. Talk the auction up with family and friends – the more you talk, the more you will get.  The theme of the night will be South Beach.  Class parents will be coordinating class baskets.  Anne Boyle is working on the raffle ticket license.  We are waiting for a permit.  Ideally we will have tickets ready to sell at the winter concert.   
· SCRIP (Kristine Gifford) – The order for October was not sent in because there was very poor response.  All of the gift cards provided are to retail stores.  There is no service charge at all.  The website is a great resource.  You can really get anything you need off of it.  There is a 5% return without spending any money.  Think about the stores that you go to regularly and what you do.  There is no cost to you, just place your advanced order and you will receive the gift card in about 10 days, with Central School receiving 5%.  Orders cannot yet be placed on line, but if there is enough interest, that may change in the future.  The next due date is December 2nd – this will be when to place orders for teachers gifts, holiday gift cards, etc…It is very easy to process – just fill out the form,  

· Pizza night – Next date is Tuesday, December 6th.
SOCIAL/HOSPITALITY (Stephanie Ohnegian)
· Holiday Shop - Scheduled for December 7, 2011, run by Barbara Gomes.  Set up will be on Tuesday 12/6 – once lunch is done.  It will start on Wednesday morning.  Volunteers needed to help clean up.  There will be a lot of great stuff – most of which is priced at $1, some at $5, and very few things will be $10.  
· Family Game Night - scheduled for January 20, 2011, coordinated by Linda Kitz and Susana Rezai.  Bingo will be the game.  We ordered new chips for this year.
· Chair of Fun Fair in May/June? – remains open   
ENRICHMENT (Jane Dalton) 

· Cliff Sunflower will be coming on 12/8 to speak to all grades on “Earths Journey”.  It is about the winter solstice. This will be for all grades, and he will be at the school all day long.  

· Mrs. Cipolli’s artists in residence has started

Upcoming programs will be given by either the Newark Museum or the Tenafly Nature Center and include:

· Chemistry for the 5th graders

· Brain games for 4th grade (Newark Museum)

· Web of life for 3rd grade (Tenafly Nature Center)

· Moon madness for 2nd grade (Newark Museum)

· Incredible vertebrae’s for the 1st graders (Tenafly Nature Center)

· Creepy Crawlers for the kindergarteners

COMMUNICATION (Rebecca Manning)

· No updates    
Next General H.S.A. Meetings: 
· January 13, 2012 @ 8:45am., All Purpose Room 
Signature: MaryEllen Schwarzbek

Title: Central School H.S.A. Secretary

Date: 11/29/11
