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H.S.A. GENERAL MEETING AGENDA
Tuesday, September 27, 2011
Time: 7pm

Location: All Purpose Room, Central School
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Mr. Andrew Matteo)
· Back to School Night – There was a very nice turnout.  We have received positive feedback that the current format is working well (principal’s presentation, 2 sessions for the teachers, followed by refreshments).  Very pleased with how well everyone is working together.

· Week of Respect – The first week in October of 2011 will be a “Week of Respect”.  This is state legislated.  It will focus on citizenship and anti-bullying.  On Monday 10/3/11, Dr. Joe Galasso will be coming to speak to the parents at night.  His talk will focus on nurturing healthy attitudes in our children and self esteem issues.  Central School is sharing this with Coleman School.  There will be two student assemblies on Wednesday, 10/5/11 – a K-2, and a grades 3-5.  
· Spirit Day – The week will end with Spirit Day, on Friday 10/7/11.  There will be a Theme of Respect, looking at our attitudes, behavior and the School Goals.

· Principal’s wish list – Thank you for this.  The money is almost all gone.  Most recently it has been used for banners which are hanging over Maple Ave. We have received good reviews.  Stencils for the playground were placed – there are 3 basketball courts, 3-four square courts, and hopscotch.  Recess seems to be working out well.  First graders have full use of the play ground.  Kids are interacting well.  In observing the kids on the playground, they seem to be having a lot of fun – it’s very positive.  

· Families – This has been started to promote a sense of community within Central School.  The groups are mixed by grade – 4th graders are with 2nd and 3rd graders, etc…and a primary teacher as an adult part of the group, working towards the pyramid of success.  The next family day will be on Friday, October 7, 2011 and will focus on “enthusiasm.”

· Student safety – 1) The Hamilton Ave cross walk is very dangerous. Mr. Matteo reached out to the Glen Rock police Department about this – the curbs are being painted, there is NO parking in the yellow areas.  Next week we are supposed to be getting a new hi tech cross walk – it will be raised and bright yellow.  Only a few spots in town will be getting these, and Hamilton Ave will be one of these spots.  The street signs will stay.  We need to get the word out to parents to drive slowly and be aware – NO parking in the yellow areas.  2) The safety Lockdown drill went very smoothly, almost as routine as a fire drill.  
· Staffing – 1) Jennifer Winkler, the reading specialist will be replacing Ms. Ludwig, who is retiring.  She will be full time next week.  2) The ESL teacher Ms. DiLoretto will be going out.  Ms. Janet Meyer will be coming the end of October while Ms DiLoretto goes out on Maternity leave.  3) Ms. Vyas has been recommended for Ms. Conklin’s position.  This has been presented to Dr. Verducci, who will present it to the board of education.  She would be able to orient with Ms. Tell and Ms. Conklin to help make this a smooth transition.
PRESIDENTS’ REPORT (Barb Loscalzo and Alissa Somers)
· H.S.A. refrigerator – This refrigerator was purchased for the purpose of the H.S.A., to store water for pizza day.  The contents are not for people to just take freely.  Jamie Altman is the “go-to” person for this refrigerator because she is running the pizza day.  She noticed that the water was missing.  So please, do not just take.
· Movie night: Was on Friday, September 23, 2011.  Thank you to Meghan Consoli, who helped to set this event up, and David Silberstein who donated 275 bags of popcorn.  The night worked out well, being held inside.
· Open positions – Some of the positions we were able to fill at back to school night.  We are looking for someone to take on the end of the year Family Fun Night.  Consider taking this on with a few of your friends.  If we do not get any volunteers, as the year goes on, we may need to use our class parents to try and get the word out to look for volunteers.    
· Walk to School Day – Scheduled for October 5, 2011. Stasha needs volunteers to hand out snacks when the kids arrive. There are already lots of parent “drivers” or walkers set up.  Stasha has bags of mini pretzels and signs made, so table volunteers would just need to show up and set up their table.  An email will go out next week to get volunteers and for the teachers as well – they can participate at different stops as well.
· Parking space – The cone placed in the spot is working well.  Only the auction winner is allowed to park here.
· School t-shirts (new orders) – Everyone received shirts last year.  Moving forwards, in the future, the H.S.A. will order and purchase new shirts for those entering kindergarten and 3rd grade. If families need others in the interim, you can order them through the spirit wear order.  There are a few extras being ordered, and Mr. Matteo has a few in his office.  Next year T-Shirts will have a line in the H.S.A. budget as a $600 expense.  Prior to placing the order we will send out a notice to find out who does and does not need new shirts for those in the 3rd grade or that had a sibling in the school and is entering kindergarten.  
· H.S.A. closet – We are looking for volunteers to help clean up the closet.  Barbara Gomes volunteered – she said she knows what most of the stuff is from – shows, musicals, etc.. There is candy, stuff from TIC TOC, holiday shop stuff and paper goods.  The hallway also smells from clothes left in the lost and found left there.  If people do not claim these items, they will be moved very soon. 
· Box Tops – Please collect Box tops – simple way to earn money for our school – There used to be boxes decorated in each classroom for these to be placed in.  We would like the class parents to touch base with classroom teachers to see if they still have their boxes from last year – if not, please get a decorated box for the classroom for these to be placed into.  The class with the most Box Tops by the holidays will get a pizza party and the class with the most at the end of the year will get an ice cream party.  Last year we made about $463.  Mary Patasnik has asked that you do not trim these – she will take care of that.   
· Results: Class Parent meeting, Welcome Back Coffee, Staff Welcome Back Lunch – Thank you to Stephanie Ohnegian, Linda Kitz, Andrea Potto, and Stephanie Vandenassem – everything went well with these events, the teachers were happy.  Next year we will stagger the Welcome Back Coffee and the Class Parent Meeting. 
· Outdoor classroom – Ann Boyle has really run with this – Thank you.  The pavers are in, wood chips in, picnic tables were rearranged, 5 benches and tables are being ordered. 
TREASURER’S REPORT (Maureen Brogan)
· 2011-2012 Budget items – 2010-2011 You can see it appears we spent more than what we brought in – actually we broke even because we took our spending easy.  The biggest expense was the outdoor classroom – and this was not an auction year.  2011-2012 budget: You can see the estimated revenues and expenses.  Really the biggest items are Buildings and Grounds and Enrichment. Everything else is fairly normal / constant. We are looking at a deficit of $5000, but we hope to make money because this is an auction year.  No Questions were asked – vote taken – all were in favor.  Budget passed.
COMMUNICATIONS (Patricia Crane for Rebecca Manning)
· Changing updates to weekly not monthly – Please get email updates in by Wednesday so they can be sent out on Sunday.
FUNDRAISING (Mary Barchetto)
· Halloween costume fundraiser – email with flyer attachment and website was sent around – www.wholesalecostumeclub.com promo code FUN1002.  Every order makes money for the school – 15%, and flat shipping fee of $4.95. 
· Handbook – this is not really fundraising, but Mary Barchetto is coordinating this for the district.  Any changes that need to be made need to be in As Soon As Possible.  
· Spring Auction – Missy Burstiner is coordinating.  The date has been set for April 14, 2012.  There are 10-12 people on the committee.  There are lots of jobs – we will need people to help with set up, food and beverages, start thinking about some of the donations that you might be able to make; We will be reaching out to the teachers and class parents to get a basket from each class.  We are still looking into venues.  We are expecting about 200 people.  The venue from 2 years ago is booked – it was at St. Leon’s.  Suggestions made to look into the Fair Lawn Athletic Club. Reach out to Missy for any donations and a tax donation form for those donating.  More to come.  

SOCIAL/HOSPITALITY (Stephanie Ohnegian)
· Family Fun Night (movie night), Despicable Me, Friday, 9/23/11 – this was a great event
· Fall Social, scheduled for Saturday, 10/22/11, 7:30pm-11:30pm – Theme is Oktoberfest with beer tasting.  It will take place at The Panzer’s house, 2 Midwood Rd.  There is going to be great food, a DJ, and the invite will be sent out next week.  This is not a fundraiser, but is a social event for the Central School.  We are hoping to get about 100 people.
· Holiday Shop, scheduled for Wednesday, 12/7/11 – Kathy Hiras and Barbara Gomes have been shopping since last year.  When lunch is done on Tuesday 12/6, they will be able to start setting up.  They will need volunteers to help with set up Tuesday, and student shopping on Wednesday.  The majority of items cost about $1, but there are a few bigger things that might be $5.  This is a small fundraiser.  You will get a good bang for your buck.  This is not junk.  Barbara and Kathy are looking for big plastic shopping bags

· Movie Days – These are movies scheduled on half days of school.  Barbara Gomes is coordinating these days, with Yemi Fatal.  They will take place at the Hawthorne movie theater.  It will cost $7.50 per person.  The snack stand will be open for popcorn, drink and candy. The first day will be on Monday, December 5, 2011.  The movie will be either: Happy Feet, a Muppet Movie or Puss and Boots.     

If we have more than 100 people, we will make money on the event.  If we have less than 100 people interested we have considered doing this with Hamilton School.  Please indicate your interest.

· Kids Stuff – Books were sent home with the kids.  They cost $25 each, but Central School will make $12.50 of that cost.  There are over $50 worth of coupons in the book to Shop Rite.  If you sell 5 books or more, you get your book for free.  The deadline to buy your book is the end of the month – September 30th.  Keep this in your car – there are so many coupons you can use in the book.   

Family Game Night – We will try to do this at the high school again.  We are aiming to do BINGO again.  Last year’s event was well attended and a lot of fun.  The date is currently scheduled for Friday, January 20, 2012.  Looking to see if we can do this in the cafeteria again.   

· Open position - Chair of Fun Fair in May/June
· Scrips – Kristine Gifford will be taking this over this year.  She will be meeting with Jennifer Collado and hopefully this will start in October.
ENRICHMENT (Jane Dalton)
· Dr. Joe Galasso - parent workshop on 10/3 @ 7:30 p.m. "Nurturing Health Attitudes in Your Children" and Respect Week assembly on 10/5 in the afternoon - sharing cost with Coleman HAS.  Dr. Galasso is very nice to speak with.  He is also associated with Volt fitness.  He spoke at Byrd school last year and received good reviews.   
· Newark Museum In-School Science Workshops for grades K, 2, 4, & 5 (looking for similar workshops for grades 1 + 3).  Currently looking for other programs to fit with the grade 1 and 3 curriculum  
· Cliff Sunflower "Earth's Journey" assembly + workshops on 12/8 – The Am Kindergarteners will be present for the morning assembly.  Then there will be workshops throughout the day, and the PM Kindergarteners will be present for the closing assembly.  The PM Kindergarteners are invited to attend the morning workshop if they are escorted with an adult, and the AM Kindergarteners are invited back for the closing assembly escorted by an adult.   
· Mrs. Cipolli’s Artist-in-Residence program – there will be one for pottery making, one for felt making, and one for mask making.
· Mrs. Kaiser - Author Workshops – We do not know who the planned author will be, however, we have been told the author is someone well known.  The author will come and do workshops within the school.  
· Looking at assemblies for April and June.  All workshops are more money this year.  Please forward any assembly suggestions to Jane Dalton.
HSA DUES and HANDBOOK (Jane Dalton)
· Thank you to all families who paid dues.  About 176 families have joined – there are very few empty lines.  More envelopes came in today. 
· Deadline for submitting dues and making corrections to info in class lists is Wed. 9/28.  Please make sure all information is 100% correct.  Any changes, please let us know so we can make sure all of your information is correct in the book.
·  Handbook cover art submissions by 4th and 5th graders due 10/10 – this year we get to create the cover of the handbook.  So the 4th and 5th graders will be able to submit their art work up until 10/10.  It will be reviewed by Mrs. Cipolli, Jane Dalton and a third individual.  
· Supposedly this is the last year for a paper handbook and everything will be electronic going forwards.  
ICE CREAM DAY AND BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Currently ice cream is provided from whole foods on select days throughout the year.  Last year, on ice cream day there was an overlap with a birthday party celebration.  Concern expressed about the amount of sugar children are receiving during their school day and about the kinds of food brought in for birthday celebrations.  Many suggestions offered by several parents.  Concerned parents advised to put their thoughts in a proposal format to be presented to the teachers, Mr. Matteo and the administration.  Making dietary school guideline changes is a big process, requiring approval on many levels.   One parent thanked the school for the efforts being made to try and keep allergy prone children in the loop.
Next General H.S.A. Meetings: 
· Tuesday, November 29, 2011, 7:00pm
Submitted by MaryEllen Schwarzbek

H.S.A. Secretary, Central School
